Where to Find Your
Vehicle’s Number

A complete guide to understanding and locating your
Vehicle Identification Number for maintenance, legal,
and security purposes.
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FUNDAMENTALS

What isa VIN?

“A unique 17-character
alphanumeric code — every

vehicle's permanent identity B 1HGBHA1JXMN109186

B Standardized since 1983 — IS0 3779 international standard

B Mandatory from 1981 — all vehicles in the United States carry one

Sample VIN — 17 characters, no |, 0, or Q

No two vehicles in the world share
the same VIN — it is as unique as a
fingerprint.
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VIN Structure & Components

Every VIN tells a story — 17 characters, three distinct sections.

1 G1 ABSF 3 XNK12345F6

1-3 4-8 9 10 11-17
% # @ — o %
WMI VDS Check Digit Model Year VIS
World Manufacturer Identifier Vehicle Descriptor Section Validates Indicates year Vehicle Identifier Section
— country and maker. — model, engine, body. the VIN. of manufacture. — model year, plant,

production number.

o &y WMI o = VDS e -0- Check Digit o @ Model Year o _I; VIS

Country &Manufacturer Model, Engine & Body VIN Validation Year of manufacture Plant & Production No.
(chars 1-3) (chars 4-8) (char 9) (char 10) (chars 11-17)




Importance of the VIN

Registration & Titling

DMV and government records

Vehicle History Reports Insurance
Accidents, ownership, and title records Required for policies and claims
Recall Lookups Parts Ordering
NHTSA recall database search Ensures exact part fitment

Theft Reporting

Law enforcement vehicle tracing




Primary Locations
Dashboard & Door Jamb

The two most reliable spots — always check these first.
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(1) Dashboard (Driver’s Side) (2) Driver’s Door Jamb

ALSO SHOWS: Paint Code - Weight Rating

e Open the driver’s door fully and look at the B-pillar

e | ook through the windshield from outside the vehicle

¢ Metal plate or sticker at lower-left corner where dash

meets glass ¢ White or silver sticker near the door latch mechanism
e Clearly visible — used by police, DMV, and inspectors ¢ Includes VIN, tire pressure, GVWR, and manufacturing date
ip: Best viewed standing outside the car, | #£7 Tip: The sticker is retangular — look close

looking through the front glass. | @@ to the latch, not the hinge.




Firewall
Bring a flashlight —
this spot can be
hard to see.
Engine Block
= =—
Q —_@
Vehicle Title Registration Card Insurance Documents Bill of Sale
Required for ownership transfer Issued by your DMV Policy setup and claims Dealership purchase record

Tip: VINs on all documents must match the physical VIN on the vehicle — discrepancies are a red flag.




LOCATION GUIDE

Secondary Physical Locations

Less common spots worth knowing — especially for trucks, older vehicles, and theft prevention.

Windshield Corner Rear Wheel Arch Spare Tire / Trunk Floor
e Lower driver's side corner e Stamped into the inner metal frame e Frame rail near spare tire location
e Printed label or etched into glass e Common on trucks and SUVs e Check trunk floor panel or metal below

e Found on older and some

* May require a flashlight to read e Common in pickup trucks and SUVs
European models

Tip: These locations are secondary backups — always cross-reference with your
dashboard plate and documents to confirm a match.




VINs for Trucks & Motorcycles

Not all vehicles hide their VIN in the same places — here's where to look.

A TRUCKS & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 385 MOTORCYCLES

Driver's side frame rail — stamped into the metal near the front Steering head (neck) — most common; stamped or plated

Spare tire compartment frame — check under the truck bed at the front fork junction

or cargo floor Engine block — near the cylinder, may require cleaning to read

Front crossmember / strut tower — visible when hood is open Frame tube — near the swingarm pivot on the lower rear frame
L7, Use a flashlight and crouch low — frame stamps Motorcycle VINs follow the same standard

» " can collect grime and be hard to read. O 17-character format used since 1981.
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Decoding the VIN Characters

Every character tells a story — here’s how to read yours.

o —

16 1|F|B|3/D/S/x K123456

) & S ’
. ]! 11 | i e aadl 1] |
World Manufacturer Identifier Vehicle Descriptor Section C&Zﬁ‘ Mv%g‘l?l Vehicle Identifier Section
Position 1-3 Position 10 Position 12-17
i Identifies the country of L Encodes the model year using . The unique sequential
Z;ﬁ manufacture and the vehicle v a rotating letter/number number assigned at the
maker. ‘1" = USA, ‘J’ = Japan, system. ‘N’ = 2022, factory — what makes every
‘W' = Germany. ‘P'=2023, 'R’ = 2024. VIN one-of-a-kind.
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Best Practices & Tips

What every vehicle owner should know before, during, and after a VIN lookup.

VIN VERIFICATION TOOLS & PROTECTION
Start with the Dashboard Consider VIN Etching on Windows
The most reliable and always-visible location — , A proven theft deterrent — deters resale
check here first. of stolen vehicles.
Documents Must Match the Physical VIN Free Recall Check at NHTSA.gov
Never proceed with a purchase if sticker and ! Enter your VIN to see any open safety
paperwork disagree. recalls instantly.
Never Buy a Mismatched Vehicle Free History at VehicleHistory.gov
Conflicting VINs signal tampering, fraud, Government-backed records — no cost,
or hidden history. no sign-up required.

Always verify before you buy, register, or insure.

Your VIN is your vehicle's identity — protect it.
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